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The other day I went to Borders to search for a book written by Sex and the City  author Candace 

Bushnell. Normally, I would either check out a book from the public library or head to The Dusty 

Bookshelf, (a local used bookstore,) but I happened to have a $10 gift card to Borders that my 

grandma sent to me. With 10 bucks I figured I could buy one book and pay for at least half of another 

one. 

When I found the book I wanted, I was shocked to see the price tag: $15.99. My $10 gift card didn t 

even cover one book! 

used bookstores or the public library. 

  

By CarbonNYC/Courtesy Flickr 

To catch up on your summer reading, rediscover public libraries as a more sustainable alternative 

to buying new books. Manufacturing paper uses large amounts of energy, destroys trees and releases 

toxic chemicals into the environment. Reading used books from the library helps cut down on your 

carbon footprint, plus you don t end up with a collection of books that you ll never read again. 

Although libraries don t always have the most recently published books available, they still offer a 

wide variety. Some libraries even let you make online reservations for books. 

Public libraries also allow patrons to check out CDs as well as books. Rather than purchasing new 

CDs, check them out at the library and then download the music onto your computer. You eliminate 

CD jewel case waste and save money! 
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If you want to get lost in a good book this summer, go to www.publiclibraries.com to find a library in 

your area. 
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6/18/2009 3:22:26 PM  Ariel Tilson
The public library is one of my favorite places in the summer. I love to read books by the pool! My 
only problem is that whenever I leave with a book, I always end up with a fine. I probably end up 
paying as much for the books I borrow, as I would buying them. I have the same problem with 
rental videos, which is why I'm a loyal subscriber to Netflix. There are a few book versions of 
Netflix, like www.paperbackswap.com, which help save delinquents like me from losing spare 
change to the late-fee police, while still saving natural resources.
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