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Counseling and Psychological Services are extra busy this time of year.  CAMPUS | 8A
Approaching their cap

BY BRANDON SAYERS
bsayers@kansan.com

One day when she was 12 years old, Christie 
Jones realized her drug-addicted mother prob-
ably wasn’t coming home.

Christie lived alone with her 14-year-old broth-
er. Each day, she said, was full of doubt.

Where will I eat dinner? 
How will I take care of myself? 

Will my mother ever come home?
“I think we were glad for her to be gone but we 

were so petri!ed,” Christie said. 
As much as they feared supporting themselves, 

the kids’ even greater fear was what their mother 
might do if she ever did return.

About three weeks later, Christie was at home 
with a friend when her mother walked through 
the front door in a drug-fueled state. She said 
something “heinous and horrible” to her daugh-
ter and struck her in the face so hard that it made 
her bleed. "at’s when Christie decided she was 
no longer going to tolerate her mother’s abuse and 
neglect. She called her grandmother and asked for 
her help.

“It was at that moment that I knew I was go-
ing to have to determine my own fate,” Christie 
said. “I said, ‘"is is the last time this is going to 
happen.’” 

But it wasn’t true. Christie was eventually forced 
to move back in with her mother. 

Two years later her mother le# again, but this 
time she didn’t come back for six weeks. Shortly 
a#er her mother returned, Christie was taken into 
state custody. 

When her mother failed to show up for the 
custody hearing, the state was named Christie’s 
o$cial guardian. She said she felt relieved know-
ing she would never have to live with her mother 
again.

“When that day came, I felt like I !nally had 
freedom from that oppression. From that point 
on I looked toward the future,” she said.

Christie attended 17 di%erent schools before 
!nally arriving at the University. But with a little 
help and a lot of perseverance, Christie gradu-
ated in May 2009 with degrees in sociology and 
women’s studies. She now works with the Federal 
Social Security Administration. 

“Even now, I’m focused on where I’m going, 
not where I’ve been,” Christie said. “No matter 
how bad you think you have it, you have to stop 
feeling sorry for yourself and keep going.” 
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GOING IT ALONE 

CAMPUS TRAVEL 

Seven students traveled 
to Atlanta during spring 
break to volunteer with 
the homeless. Front 
from left: Emily Owens, 
a sophomore from 
Shawnee; Austin Trees, a 
freshman from Leawood; 
Libby Johnson, a junior 
from Lawrence; Carly 
Curtis, a sophomore from 
Tulsa, Okla.; Andrew 
Leicht, a senior from St. 
Louis; Laurissa Beck-
man, a freshman from 
Louisburg and Jessica 
Brooks, a sophomore 
from Pleasanton.

Service trips help 
students give back

BY JENNY TERRELL
jterrell@kansan.com

While other students spent spring 
break working on their tans, Jamie 
Branch, a freshman from Topeka, spent 
her break helping others.

Branch and 67 other KU students took 

part in Alternative Breaks, a student-run 
program that organizes volunteer trips 
focusing on community outreach around 
the country.  This spring students partici-
pated at 10 locations across the country. 
Students at each site focused on a specific 
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SEE TRAVEL ON PAGE 3A

Tournament run ends 
on !nal day of debate

BY NANCY WOLENS
     nwolens@kansan.com 

In the middle of a debate, the 
KU squad relies on pure adrena-
line.  That all changes the moment 
the judges announce their deci-
sion — it is impossible not to 
notice their energy level dissipate 
into outright exhaustion.

Dylan Quigley, a senior from 
Wichita, and Sean Kennedy, 
a junior from Leawood, were 
defeated by Michigan State in 
round one of the octofinals at 
the National Debate Tournament 
Tuesday morning. They were the 
last KU debaters remaining in the 
NDT this year.

Their disposition is somber but 
the two-person team handled the 
loss with composure.

After they pack their tubs, the 

consensus is to fortify their mal-
nourished appetites and seek sanc-
tuary in something they haven’t 
been acquainted with since they 
arrived: a bed.

“Nobody has any idea how 
much work and effort goes into 
what these crazy people do,” coach 
Scott Harris said. “This year was 
one of the most successful years 
we’ve ever had in terms of depth 
of success and qualifying three 
teams.”

Harris, who has been debate 
coach at the University for 16 
years, has been a part of the debate 
community since 1972. Despite the 
loss, the KU debate team achieved 
its goal: making it to Tuesday’s 
final. After about an hour of cool-
off time the team was back to its Skyler Reid/Special to The University Daily Kansan

From foster child to college grad

SEE FOSTER CARE ON PAGE 4A

KU students from foster care 
must find their own support  
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SEE DEBATE ON PAGE 3A Dylan Quigley listens as judge’s explain their reasoning in voting against the 
University of Kansas in the team’s octo!nal round of debate against Michigan 
State University.    The !nal day of the tournament, held at the Oakland City 
Center Marriott Hotel, had 16 teams competing in the octo!nals.  To view a photo gallery of the National Debate 

Tournament, visit kansan.com/photos/galleries.
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TRAVEL (CONTINUED FROM 1A)
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issue, such as environmentalism 
and poverty, during the week-long 
trip.

Branch was one of the two site 
leaders, participants who organize 
trip details and manage and lead 
small groups, for the Denver loca-
tion. Her team of seven worked with 
the Autism Society of Colorado. 
They helped with office work and 
assisted families with autistic chil-
dren through a program called 
Respite Care. 

The group helped the parents 
with autistic children by assisting 
with chores around their houses 
and taking care of the children 
while their parents enjoyed a night 
out.

“It’s a twenty-four-seven job for 
them; most people hadn’t been on a 
date in ten years,” Branch said. 

Branch said she was interested 
in the Denver alternative break 
site because she worked with dis-
abled children last summer, which 
opened her eyes to the challenges 
they face.

The other six students on 
Branch’s team had little previous 
experience with autistic children. 
Branch said their reactions to the 
children were 
t r a n s f o r m e d 
throughout the 
week. 

“It was cool 
to see us change 
the kids and the 
kids change us,” 
Branch said. 

L i b b y 
Johnson, a junior 
from Lawrence, 
was a site leader 
for a group of seven students who 
volunteered in Atlanta. Her group 
worked directly with the homeless 
population.  Johnson said she did 
not know what to expect going into 
the trip, but knew Atlanta would be 
very different from Kansas City.

The group visited Peach and 
Pine, the largest homeless shelter 
in Atlanta. Johnson said the room 
was full of narrow bunk beds with 
an inch and a half of foam on them. 
People would often leave sicker 
than when they came in because 
the shelter was so dirty. She said 
she was shocked that the people 
living there considered it better 
than living outside. 

“That didn’t look like it could 
be better than anything,” Johnson 
said.

The group stayed at a church 
called the Emmaus House, which 
hosts after school programs and 
works with the community to help 
prevent poverty. Johnson said she 
enjoyed working with the kids in 
the church’s after school program 

because they 
were so happy, 
just like any 
other kids, and 
it was impor-
tant to help 
keep them 
from living in 
terrible condi-
tions. 

L a u r i s s a 
Beckman, a 

freshman from Louisburg, also 
went on the Atlanta trip. She said 
that the trip helped her to break-
down stereotypes and that she 
learned homelessness could hap-
pen to anyone. Both Beckman and 
Johnson said they learned from 
speaking with people who were 
previously homeless at a halfway 
house run by Atlanta Outreach. 

“I realized it’s not necessarily 
that they are lazy or anything like 
that, but it could basically happen 
to anyone. One day you could be 
wealthy and the next day some 
crazy situation could happen and 
you could lose it all,” Beckman 
said. 

Branch, Johnson and Beckman 
each said they would definitely 
go on another alternative break. 
Branch said after being a site leader 
on her first trip, she has a few ideas 
of how she could do a better job 
next time.

— Edited by Kirsten Hudson

Contributed Photo
Students visited Peach and Pine, the largest homeless shelter in Atlanta, through the Alternative 
Breaks program during spring break. Sixty-eight students volunteered at 10 locations in the U.S. 

Skyler Reid/special to The University Daily Kansan
Sean Kennedy, a junior from Leawood, thanks assistant coach Melanie Campbell for all her help after Kennedy’s loss to Michigan State University 
in the octo!nal round of debate.  The fourth day of the 2010 National Debate Tournament, held primarily on the UC Berkeley campus, brought 
together teams from universities across the country.

ALTERNATIVE 
SPRING BREAK  

LOCATIONS

 AIDS Foundation
Houston, Texas
Autism Society  

     of Colorado 
     Denver, Colo.

Humane Borders
Tucson, Ariz.
Lakeshore Foundation 

     Birmingham, Ala.
Lower Nine

     New Orleans, La.
Project Live Love,  

     Atlanta, Ga.
Teach For America,  

     Chicago, Ill.,  
     and Denver, Colo.

The Steel Yard
     Providence, R.I.

Volunteers of America         
     Southeast  
     Mobile, Ala.

“It was cool to see us 
change the kids and the 
kids change us.”

JAMIE BRANCH
Topeka freshman

positive frame of mind and can 
now look forward to a second 
debate tournament called CEDA, 
which begins tomorrow.

The Cross Examination Debate 
Association, which functions as a 
tournament sanctioning agent, is 
referred to as “the people’s tour-
nament.”  Any school squad can 
participate in the competition. 
This year there will be 240 teams 
contending.

THE LAST ROUND
Sadly though, for Christopher 

Stone, this will be his last debate 
tournament of his life.  The career 
of debaters only lasts as long as 
they are undergraduates.

“We all graduate out of the 
system eventually and either end 
up becoming coaches or moving 
on,” Lindsey Shook, a graduate 
student and debate coach from 
Tulsa, Okla., said.

Most of the debaters here have 
been doing this since the begin-
ning of high school.  There is 
life after debating, but for a lot 
of seniors it has become a life-
style.  With eight or nine years of 
debate under their belts, getting 

used to a life without debate will 
be a drastic change. It’s a way of 
life they have been captivated 
with on an everyday basis.

They perceive that their per-
formance at the NDT and CEDA 
is how they will be remembered 
in debate for the rest of their 
lives because these are their final 
debates.

Shook said that if you went 
down the path of coaching there 
would always be a feeling that 
you would never do it again; it’s 
not a sport where you can play 
intramural debates.  After the 
final debate, it’s an eerie, unfamil-
iar transition for some. But there 
is nothing they can do about 
it; debating after undergraduate 
graduation is not permitted.

Stone, a senior from Derby, is 
in this very position.  He began 
debating when he was a fresh-
man in high school.

“I kept debating in college 
because I found that it was a 
way to stay engaged in current 
events,” Stone said.  “It was a way 
to participate in a game that is 
essentially chess played at a high 
speed and with words.”

Shook described Stone and 
his teammate Patrick Kennedy, 
a junior from Leawood, as con-
sistent.  They work hard and the 
way they concentrate on debate 
is centered on a methodical pro-
cess about the topic and what the 
resolution says.

Stone said debating revolved 
around the variety and essence of 
a debater’s research.  If a debater 
is well equipped he or she could 
win against anybody.

“The best part about our team 
is that we tend to be hard workers 
who invest a lot of time in this 
activity to produce good argu-
ments,” Stone said.  “I think we 
pride ourselves on being one of 
the most prepared teams in the 
nation.”

The debate team returns from 
California next week after CEDA,  
and they will always remember 
the adrenaline rushes, the long 
hours and the countless tubs that 
got them to NDT in the first 
place.

— Edited by Drew Anderson

T  O  U  R  N  A  M  E  N  T 

Noon–6 p.m.
April 18

Lyons Park, Lawrence
$10 (includes T-shirt and snacks)

This kickball tournament is 
designed to bring KU students and 
alumni together in the spirit of good, 

healthy competition! 
Proceeds from the event will go 
toward Student Programs at the 

KU Alumni Association.

Sign your team up by April 7 at
www.kualumni.org/students
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